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Differentiation of manipulative influence in groups with a feeling of forgottenness and aloneness

K. Sharovara, A. Samburova, V. Nikulin

A  theoretical  analysis  is  presented  of  the  differential  vulnerability  of  individuals
experiencing feelings of abandonment and chronic loneliness to manipulative influence. Cognitive,
affective, and behavioral patterns that make these categories of individuals prone to victimization
are examined. Special attention is paid to the conceptualization of manipulation as a “weapon of
attachment” and the role of dysfunctional cognitive schemes in sustaining cycles of manipulative
control.  A differential  vulnerability model is  proposed, revealing differences in the response to
manipulative strategies in individuals experiencing abandonment and loneliness.
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