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State policy in the field of female education in Russia during the era of Catherine II

V. Ivaschenko

The analysis focuses on state policy in the field of women’s education in Russia during the
reign of Catherine II. It examines the transformation of approaches – from a utilitarian perspective to
recognizing women as subjects of professional activity. Special attention is paid to the influence of
the ideas of the European Enlightenment and I.I. Betskoy, as well as to the establishment of the
Smolny Institute and the Meshchanskoye School. The evolution from a utopian model of isolation to
the pragmatic education of “good mothers” is shown; it is emphasized that Catherine’s reforms laid
the institutional foundations for women’s education in the country.
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