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Stages of desacralization: the new age philosophy’s re-examination of the image of the sacred (from
rationalism to materialism)

O. Enina

The key stages of desacralization are analyzed, which is considered as a consistent
intellectual process. At the first stage, the sacred is reinterpreted through the prism of logical
necessity. Descartes, B. Spinoza). At the second stage, its epistemological status is called into
question, being reduced to the realm of the probable and subjective (J. Locke, D. Hume). In the third
stage, the personal is dismantled as a harmful social illusion (P. Holbach, D. Diderot). It is concluded
that desacralization was one of the goals of the aforementioned philosophical schools, which
radically changed the place of the sacred in the worldview and laid the foundations for secular
consciousness in the future.
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