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Reliability as an anthropological problem of immersive theatre: between authenticity of experience
and illusion

D. Vygovsky

This article is devoted to the transformation of the concept of authenticity in immersive
theatre. Traditional theatre associated authenticity with the recognizability of the character.  In
immersive practices, recognizability gives way to bodily and emotional engagement. The author
views immersive experience as a phenomenon in which corporeality and symbolism are inseparable.
The  involvement  of  the  body  becomes  a  condition  for  a  special  kind  of  authenticity  –  not
representational,  but  existential.  The relevance of  the topic  is  due to  the fact  that  immersive
technologies  transform  perception  and  sharpen  the  question  of  the  boundaries  between  the
imagined and the real.
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