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The evolution of the concept of identity in modern humanitarian knowledge

A. Ivashchenko

This article examines the evolution of the concept of identity in the humanities from the late
20th to the early 21st century. It analyses four key dimensions: the personal (existentialism and
poststructuralism), the social (symbolic interactionism and social constructionism), the cultural
(postcolonial theory and globalization theory), and the linguistic (sociolinguistics and discourse
analysis). Each dimension illustrates the transition from static conceptions of identity to its
processual construction. Special attention is paid to digital culture, where these transformations are
markedly accelerated: identity becomes fluid, fragmented, and algorithmically mediated, shaped
through profiles, data traces, and platforms. The conclusion highlights that the contemporary
understanding of identity as an inherently unfinished project has emerged over recent decades.
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