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Transformation of the model of heroism in the European philosophical thought of the 19th–20th
centuries

K. Zibrova

A philosophical analysis of the heroism of the human action model is presented. Heroism is
interpreted  as  a  model  of  action  based  on  personal  responsibility,  sacrifice  and  the  symbolic
significance of the deed. The philosophical foundations of the transformation of heroic consciousness
in European thought from moral duty to cultural responsibility of the individual are revealed. The
analysis is based on the concepts of Immanuel Kant, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Friedrich
Nietzsche  and  Jose  Ortega  y  Gasset.  It  is  concluded  that  heroism  reflects  a  fundamental
anthropological conflict between the effectiveness of an action and its semantic content in modern
conditions.
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