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The Subject in Hume's philosophy: from existential anxiety to social justice

T. Balabanov

A comprehensive reconstruction of David Hume's philosophical anthropology is presented
through the prism of the concepts of faith, suffering, and identity. The mechanisms of self-awareness
formation are analyzed, where faith acts as a constituent element replacing the missing substantial
basis of personality. Special attention is paid to the recursive nature of perceptions, which generates
emotional states of fear and pain, as well as the existential consequences of skepticism, plunging the
subject into a state of “deep darkness”. The article considers the paradoxical nature of justice as an
artificial virtue that arises in response to a shortage of resources and the ontological lack of human
roots.
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