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Christian communities of the Syrian provinces of the Ottoman Empire in the political discourse of
the Victorian Parliament

A. Andreeva

The article analyzes the parliamentary discourse on the Christian communities of the Syrian
provinces of  the Ottoman Empire in  the 1840s and 1890s based on the British parliamentary
debates.  The  article  examines  the  transformation  of  their  perception  from an  instrument  for
asserting British influence in the region in 1840, to a marker of geopolitical rivalry during the crisis
of 1860, and the revision of policy towards the Ottoman Empire in the 1890s. It is concluded that the
fate of Syrian Christians in the rhetoric of the British Parliament remained an instrument of a
geopolitical game, and the degree of their protection was determined by its place in the system of
interstate rivalry, rather than humanitarian considerations.
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