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The problem of the deep socio-moral contradiction of late imperial Russia in Russian religious
philosophy of the Silver Age

A. Sokol

The article provides a conceptual analysis of the problem of deep socio-moral contradiction
in  late  imperial  Russia,  as  interpreted  by  N.A.  Berdyaev,  S.N.  Bulgakov,  S.L.  Frank,
P.I. Novgorodsev, and other representatives of the religious-philosophical renaissance. They viewed
the crisis of autocratic statehood and revolutionary upheavals as the result of a prolonged spiritual
rupture between the Christian social ideal and the real practice of public life. Special attention is
paid to the conceptualization of sobornost' as an ontological principle, alternative to both Western
individualism and Eastern despotism. The relevance of Silver Age ideas is substantiated in the
context of contemporary discussions on post-secular society and the search for spiritual foundations
of social solidarity.
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