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Soviet-Finnish wars of 1939–1940 and 1941–1944. in the context of World War II

E. Shults

The research problems of studying the Soviet-Finnish wars of 1939–1940 and 1941–1944
are considered. Firstly, the issue of the “unmotivated attack of the USSR on Finland”, secondly, the
moral justification of Finland in entering the war with the USSR on the side of Nazi Germany in 1941
in connection with the war of 1939–1940, and thirdly, the general problem of the relationship of
these wars in the context of World War II. It is shown that Finland was preparing for war with the
USSR in 1939 long before the USSR, which entered the war without preparation. After the defeat,
she began preparations for a revenge war,  while working closely with Nazi Germany, and the
outbreak of war against the USSR on June 26, 1941, rather than June 22, was necessary for Finland
to promote and position an independent war with the USSR separate from Hitler.
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