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The role of religion in the formation of Russian identity

O.K. Pirogov

The article analyzes the role of Orthodoxy in the formation of modern Russian identity. The
author states that after the collapse of the USSR and the demise of the Soviet quasi-religious
identity,  the  country  is  experiencing a  deep crisis,  manifested in  anomie and a  loss  of  moral
guidelines. Despite a high level of declarative religiosity, actual religious practice among Russians
remains extremely low. Religious identity is being replaced by a cultural one, where Orthodoxy is
perceived as a set of national traditions and external symbols rather than a profound personal faith.
The conclusion is drawn about the necessity of a conscious choice of faith and deepening knowledge
about religion to overcome the identity crisis.
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