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Modernization of Japan and China in the second half of the 19th century: a comparative analysis

V. Ivashchenko, V. Potapchuk

The modernization processes in Asian countries that took place in the second half of the
19th century are considered using the example of Japan and China. The prerequisites that prompted
the ruling circles of Japan and the Qing Empire to implement measures to develop and strengthen
states, as well as the content of the reforms of the “Meiji Restoration” in Japan and the policy of
“self-strengthening” in China, are described and analyzed. The results and consequences of the
modernization processes carried out in these countries are assessed. A comparative analysis of the
political, military, and socio-cultural transformations achieved in Japan and China in connection with
the demands for the renewal of their societies that arose during this period is presented.
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