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«Ainoko» from the imperial army arsenal

S. Kireev

The article is devoted to the military-technical aspect of interaction between the Anti-
Comintern Pact countries, on the example of the Japanese Type I rifle history. We consider the
reasons for Japan's appealing to its Anti-Comintern Pact ally, the negotiation process for formalizing
the Japan's official order in Italy and its execution. A technical description of the Type I rifle, which
became a striking material embodiment of Japanese-Italian military-technical cooperation is given in
the article. The author also highlights the role of the Type I rifle in the armament system of the
militaristic Japan armed forces in World War II and its post-war fate.
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