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Problems of the modern modernization paradigm

V. Kovalchuk

It  is  formulated  the  essence  of  the  category  “modernization”  that  is  common  to  all
modernization  theorists.  The  differences  between  the  phenomena  of  the  “first”  and  “second”
modernization  are  indicated.  The  characteristic  features  of  the  modernization  paradigm  are
determined. Their critical analysis and evaluation are given. It is concluded that the disadvantages
of  the  modern  modernization  paradigm  include:  uncontested  Western  centrism;  technical,
technological and economic determinism and monism; lack of clarity and differentiation in defining
goals,  criteria,  factors  and methods  of  modernization;  uncertainty  of  the  axiological  matrix  of
modernity; attitude to the pre-modernization period as “non-existent”, leaving modernization not
only without an axiological, but also without a historical foundation; its insufficient relevance to the
growing processes of globalization; finally, a fundamental injustice that denies the most important
universal value. Ways to eliminate these shortcomings are proposed.
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