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Interethnic conflicts in the republics of the North Caucasus during the collapse of the USSR: to the
formulation of the problem

V.S. Zhuchenko

The article deals with the key interethnic conflicts in the period between 1980s — early
1990s in  the republics  of  the North Caucasus (Dagestan,  Checheno-Ingushetia,  North Ossetia,
Karachayevo-Circassia). The factors that have a direct impact on them and form the very foundation
of the conflict are analyzed: territorial conflicts, land disputes, the struggle for political privileges,
etc. The author concludes that the majority of interethnic conflicts were of a secondary nature and
were caused by already ongoing crisis processes in the country and republics (struggle for power,
crisis of ideology, confrontation between the center and autonomies, etc.).
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