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Attitude to the historical past as a regulator of social processes: socio-philosophical and socio-
political aspects

A.A. Shmatko

The socio-regulatory role of historical consciousness is considered. As a result of reflection
of collective historical experience as an image of the past and taking into account the social realities
of  the  present,  the  value  orientations  of  social  subjects  are  formed and  adjusted.  Within  the
framework of democratic regimes, reflection on the historical past becomes a guarantee for the
development  of  stable  democratic  institutions.  In  a  post-industrial  society,  the  importance  of
historical consciousness increases. Turning to the historical past ensures the formation of structures
of stable identities in the conditions of modern socio-political turbulence. With the emergence of new
technogenic and socio-cultural risks, challenges, and threats, even more important socio-political,
ideological, and socio-cultural significance (especially for contemporary Russia) is the formation, full
functioning, and sustainable development of a single civilizational identity.
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