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From the concept of "prohibition law" to real restrictive measures in distillery industry in the period
of the First World War in Russia

S. Rogatko

It  is  discussed  the  issues  related  to  the  problem  of  historical  accuracy  during  the
introduction of the so-called "Prohibition" in the Russian Empire during the First World War. The
main aspects and factors are given, which were the reason for introduction of regional restrictions
on the production, sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages. The main stages of that period and
the action of the government in accordance with the adopted laws have been investigated. The
problematic points of the historical authenticity of documents and events of that period are revealed.
Published and unpublished sources, historiography and literature related to this phenomenon are
analyzed. The essential meaning of the very concept of "prohibition" is revealed. The historical
"image" that researchers created on the basis of this term is critically assessed.
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