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The Bolshevik modernization of Russia in the 1920-1930s of the XX century in the estimates of N.V.
Ustryalov

K.G. Malikhin, O. Schekatunov

It is studied the assessment of the Bolshevik modernization of the 1920-1930s of the XX
century by the representative of the Russian diaspora, the ideologist of «smenovekhovstvo» — N.V.
Ustryalov. The views of this Russian scientist, philosopher and politician are of great value for
understanding the phenomenon of the Bolshevik experiment. A convinced statesman, he was one of
the few representatives  of  the  Russian emigration who accepted the Bolshevik  revolution and
recognized the Bolsheviks as the only force capable of suppressing the anarchy of the popular revolt
and returning the power of the "Empire" to Russia. The article traces the evolution of the views of
N.V. Ustryalov. So, in the early 1920s, he hoped that the development of the country would follow
the scenario of the concept of "going down on the brakes", similar to the development of the French
Revolution at the end of the XVIIIth century. But later, already in the 1930s, he was forced to admit
the success of the political adventure of the Bolsheviks, who managed to make an unthinkable
industrial breakthrough on the basis of a marketless economy. Stalin's modernization, in his opinion,
became  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  Russia,  and  its  most  important  events  since  Peter's
Westernization. Also N.V. Ustryalov did not forget about the price that the peoples of the USSR had
to pay, but the people of Russia paid the same high price during the time of Peter the Great. N.V.
Ustryalov argued that Russia was doomed to despotic, top-down, imperial Westernization, since at
all  times  Russia  developed  mainly  under  conditions  of  despotic  rule,  subordinate  to  pressing
military-political needs. And the Bolshevik regime in this respect was no exception.
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