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The theological foundations of social service of the Russian orthodox church in emergency
situations: principles of Christian humanism

V. Kasyanov

Russian Orthodox Church's social service in emergency situations in the Holy Scripture,
theological writings, and "Fundamentals of the social concept of the Russian Orthodox Church" are
considered.  "Emergency"  is  viewed  as  primarily  moral  and  psychological  suffering  of  man,
concerning the Genesis of his personality and existence of his family and society, as a challenge, to
which the answer is a special implementation as an individual, and the whole Christian community of
the abilities and values of love, compassion, sacrifice. These principles of Christian humanism and
the  historical  experience  of  social  service  of  the  Church  constitute  an  effective  ontological
justification of social service in the modern world.
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