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Ethnic identity and modern processes of cultural globalization: development scenarios

M. Igosheva

It is considered modern global transformations that affect the sphere of culture, radically
reshaping the vital world of ethnic communities, disrupting their habitual way of life. In conditions of
social instability, crisis phenomena are increasing in the sphere of culture, which are manifested in
social anomie, the destruction of traditional forms of identity, the growth of inter-ethnic conflicts,
the radicalization of ethnic and religious forms of identity, etc. It is given a detailed description of
modern scenarios of cultural globalization-homogenization, hybridization, glocalization and
radicalization. Special attention is paid to ethnic identity in the analysis of alterglobalist projects
that offer strategies of active resistance to the spiritual expansion of the West. It is shown that the
actualization of ethnic identity in the modern world is a response to the process of Westernization.
The methodological basis of the research is the constructivist paradigm, which allows us to consider
ethnic identity as a way of organizing the socio-cultural existence of a community based on the
allocation of its «symbolic» borders. The results obtained allow us to theoretically substantiate the
existence of a powerful potential for ethnic identity, which makes it possible to maintain personal
integrity and socio-cultural uniqueness of the community; to act as a regulator of social behavior, to
ensure the cultural security of both individuals and groups, forming symbolic borders between the
«own» and «other» world.
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