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Love phenomenon in culture: from ascesis to tragic

G.N. Shapoval, N. Vigel, E. Kartashova

The  article  analyzes  the  phenomenon  of  love  in  European  culture  from  antiquity  to
postmodernism. The author traces the development of the concept of love from Eros-love according
to Plato, who leans towards asceticism, through the dialectic of love, manifested in its ambivalence
as sadness and joy, birth and death, pleasure and suffering, to the tragic. And if postmodernism
offers mutual absorption of femininity and masculinity in Eros, then in androgyny as the integrity of
man, the tragic is an internal conflict generated by the social conditions of the formation of cultural
dominants.
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