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On the phenomenon of pseudoscience, its characteristic features and typology

A.A. Lisitsyna

It is considered the phenomenon of pseudoscience, essential characteristics of
pseudoscientific concepts and ideas, existent approaches to the definition of pseudoscience, the
question of the typology of its varieties. The characteristic features of pseudoscientific concepts,
typical methodological tricks of pseudoscience are presented. It is distinguished the concepts of
pseudoscience and extra-scientific knowledge. It is shown that the latter is broader in meaning and
also includes types of knowledge belonging to other spheres of human culture — ordinary-practical,
artistic knowledge, etc. An updated definition of pseudoscience as a heterogeneous phenomenon is
presented, which is an activity or teaching that pretends to be considered scientific, but does not
meet the criteria of science in its purposes, objective or method, being essentially an imitation of
scientific activity or scientific theories. It is proposed to distinguish four types of pseudoscience —
quasi-science, false science, pseudoscientific mythology and scientific falsifications. Criteria are
indicated by which scientific theories can be distinguished from pseudoscientific concepts.
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