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Administrative and mental borders of Abkhazia in the 19th century: system reconstruction
experience

O. Shafranova, S. Salakaya

It is carried out a systematic analysis of the scientific problem associated with the legal and
mental fixation of the ethnic and political borders of Abkhazia in the 19th century. The author's
attention is drawn to the empirical data contained in narrative sources and characterizing the public
and state perception of the spatial image of the region under consideration. Research practice is
based on the most important results achieved in the framework of previous historiography. The final
result  demonstrates  a  significant  differentiation  of  the  administrative  and  mental  borders  of
Abkhazia, determined both by the specific features of the political development of the region, and by
the basic stereotypes of individual and mass consciousness, determined by fundamental markers of
ethnic identity.
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