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State policy in the field of maternal and child health in the USSR in the first decades of Soviet
power: theory and practice

K. Ushmaeva, D. Doroshenko

The issues of state support for motherhood and childhood today are relevant in view of the
unresolved many of them to the full and sufficient extent. The roots of modern problems lie not only
in ineffective modern social policies, but in the “legacy” of the Soviet system, formed in the first
decades of Soviet power. The purpose of this publication is to show how the system of social
protection of motherhood and childhood was formed in the 1920s and early 1930s and how it was
implemented in the Stavropol Territory. The number of normative acts adopted in the first years of
Soviet power to resolve issues of motherhood and childhood is large. However, most of them solved
temporary problems, provided immediate, local issues and was not aimed at the distant future. An
effective mechanism for the implementation of these laws, as well as the necessary resources, has
not been created. Analysis of "letters to the authorities" of the inhabitants of Stavropol in the 1920s
shows that many social  problems were not solved,  women and children were on the verge of
survival, and their requests were often left unanswered. Inadequate provision of orphanages and
detention centers, the indifference of the authorities in resolving social issues gave rise to child
homelessness and neglect, which after an official statement about its complete elimination will last
for several decades.
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