
PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

DOI: 10.18522/1997-2377-2018-103-6-20-24
UDC: 001

The difference in the nature of the development of knowledge in the natural and social sciences and
humanities

A. Alferov

A comparison is made of the nature of the development of knowledge in the natural and
social sciences and humanities. The main difference is that in the natural sciences for some time one
research program is approved, within which knowledge accumulation takes place, but in social
sciences this does not occur, there are always several different trends, research programs. What are
the reasons for this difference in socio-humanitarian knowledge from the natural science? In order
to  search  for  these  reasons,  we  point  out  two important  features  of  social  and  humanitarian
knowledge: the existence in this knowledge of two opposite approaches to the phenomena under
study — naturalistic and non-naturalistic and axiological load of social and humanitarian knowledge.
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