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Some aspects of Christian approach in the study of psychic disorders nosology

A. Novikov

The possibilities of combining in the process of scientific research the categories of faith
and reason are studied. On the example of the scientific, in particular, the philosophical creativity of
outstanding scientists R. Descartes and B. Pascal, as well as our contemporary academician B.
Raushenbach discusses the artificiality of opposing these categories. It is analyzed descriptions of
mental  illnesses,  fixed in two ancient  hagiographic sources.  The methodological  necessity  of  a
holistic,  unreduced approach to  the study of  the phenomenon of  mental  illness  is  shown,  the
religious component of which not only hinders the strictly scientific rational comprehension of the
nosology of mental illnesses, but also enriches the research process, being its moral basis.
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