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Genesis of professional identity in Soviet society

Zh. Galich, I. Naumov

For the first time in national historiography the study considers the complex problem
associated with consistent formation of professional identity in Soviet society. It is described the
quantitative variety of real models of identity genesis that were realized within separate social
groups among which the industrial workers and the technical and liberal intellectuals are
particularly distinguished. An image of a Soviet engineer personifying the romantic idea of
Industrialization is studied as a representative example of changing professional identity. It is made
a principal conclusion that the identity characteristics of separate personalities and social groups
were formed by the ruling elite who extensively applied the mental tools associated with ideological
stigmatization and with large-scale deconstruction of traditional values.
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