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The origin and meaning of the term "angel" in the Byzantine culture

A.N. Kuznetsov

A new Orthodox Byzantine Empire appeared in the IV century. The main epistemological
source of the Christian faith is the Holy Scripture of the Old and New Testaments, or the Bible. The
concept of "angel" is found in the Old and New Testaments and is an integral part of Byzantine
culture. The word "angel" means the messenger. It is used in relation to a person in the proper sense
of the word, that is, "messenger." The peculiarity of the term "angel" is its two-valuedness — in the
Hebrew language, and in Greek. On the one hand, it is used in relation to man, and on the other
hand, in relation to disembodied spirits. For Christian writers of the Byzantine period, it was very
important not to allow distortion in doctrinal dogmas and to accurately determine the place in
cosmology of ethereal spirits as intermediaries, "messengers" of God's will.
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