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Phenomenon of dilettantism and pseudoscience
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The phenomena "dilettantism" and "pseudoscience" are compared, the features of terms
reflecting  their  content  are  examined.  A  spontaneously  formed  approach  to  the  problem  of
demarcation is described — a "marker" approach, which leads to the detection and classification of
features, the presence of which reduces the probability of classifying publications as scientific. An
attempt has been made to classify markers, it is shown that any criterion for demarcation used in the
status of a marker can be attributed to a social approach to the very problem of demarcation. In
connection with the phenomena of dilettantism and pseudoscience, three criteria for demarcation
are thoroughly examined: reproducibility, legitimacy of publications, coherence. None of them can
unequivocally separate both phenomena: from science, and from each other. The phenomena of
amateurism  and  pseudoscience  are  mutually  irreducible,  but  contain  common  and  distinctive
features.
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