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“Russian lies”: F.M. Dostoevsky, L.N. Andreev, Yu.M. Lotman

E.E. Nesmeyanov

Russian culture of XIX century is pierced with ideas and spirit of orthodox religion. Lie
conception (and lies as lie modification) in Russian literature and philosophy ascend to great
Christian sophist Augustine the Blissfull, “the Father of church”, who firstly created lie theory,
which is considered to be topical nowadays. Augustine deals with a problem of so called “white lie”
very distinctly and categorically. “One should not deny that people, admitting lie only for a human
rescue, do a lot of good things, but in this case their benevolence is fairly praised or even

temporarily rewarded, but not lie, which only apologizes, but is not approved”.
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