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The concept of pacifism: approaches to the definition

A.A. Lisitsyna

It is considered the concept of «pacifism», its origin, essence and approaches to its

definition, formed in the socio-philosophical thought. It is shown the complexity and ambiguity of the
concept, interpreted in various ways of pacifist thought differently. It is proposed a definition of
pacifism, which attempts to find a balance between too broad and too narrow interpretations of the
term. The article introduces in the scientific turnover the concepts of «pacifism as a goal» and
«pacifism as a means» and reveals their specificity.
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