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The inevitable result of the Christianization of Epicureanism in the Renaissance becomes an
apology for the desire for profit, as the need of all living in self-preservation stems from a desire for
personal benefit — greed as the gravest of evils "by the nature founded and is embodied in us, like
other passions, with which we are born to shine". Thus, as the Humanist doctrine of the depravity of
the human being is natural and, moreover, in this case, is considered as a prerequisite of human
activity and its criterion of moral evaluation.
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