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Patriotism idea in Orthodox tradition

V.V. Gabeev

In Holy Writs of Old Testament patriotism deeds are depicted next to spiritual deeds of
faith. Representatives of Old Testament history — Moses, Jesus Navin, David, Elijah, Elisha, the
family of the Maccabees — examples of the highest patriotism. In “Basis of social conception of
Russian Orthodox Church” it is said the following about the patriotism: “Christian patriotism is
simultaneously expressed towards the nation as an ethnic community and as a community of state
citizens. Orthodox Christian is called for love to his Fatherland having territorial measure, and his
blood brothers, living all over the world. Such love is a way of fulfilling the God’s precepts on love
for the nearest that is love for family, co-tribal and co-citizens”.
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