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Russia - EU: prospects for cooperation in the 21st century
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The level of cooperation between the Russian Federation and the EU is one of the
fundamental factors ensuring the ability of the European continent adequately fit the realities of the
21st century. Although the potential partnership between Moscow and Brussels is vast, recently on
the back of what seemed to be stable economic relations the desire for further mutual approaching
has perceptibly reduced. 2013 the situational analysis conducted by the Russian Council on Foreign
and Defense Policy gave a possible explanation to the above stated. Nowadays the European Union
is going through a systematic crisis, in response to which there are made attempts to tighten control
on the community level, as well as is expanded the practice of creating coalitions of states interested
in enhanced cooperation in specific areas. The country pursues a course of forming its own
integration policy mainly aimed at a new global center of gravity — the Asia-Pacific region. One of
the instances of the EU failure to abandon its Russia-directed activity on the principles of “zero sum
game” is the current Brussels’ policy in the Ukraine.
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