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It is presented the attempt to understand the problems of ethnic nationalism and ethnic
mobilization in the North-Western Caucasus as projects, competing with the politics of civic nation-
building on the example of analysis of the "Circassian issue". This ethno-political discourse was
formed during the crisis of civic identity in Russia, which was connected with the collapse of the
USSR due to the activity of ethnically oriented intelligentsia in the North-Western Caucasus, and
further it was actualized under the influence of external factors associated with the activities of the
foreign Circassian Diaspora and geopolitical rivals of Russia in the Caucasus.
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