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«Totalitarian irony» — a new form of political lies in Yu.M. Polyakov journalism

E. Nesmeyanov

The work of a modern Russian writer, Yu.M. Polyakov, who revealed a total state lie - a new
phenomenon of the political life of Russia at the end of the XX century. It is shown the features of
modern Russophobia and anti-Sovietism as a central element of the worldview of a significant part of
the Russian intelligentsia and officials. The writer also introduces a new term - “total irony” to
characterize contemporary political life in Russia. It is emphasized that Polyakov's
“phenomenalistic” style of political thinking deserves separate study as a substantial modification of
the phenomenalistic style of political thinking of the modern era.
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