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Transformations of collective memory in Aleida Assmann conception

K. Igaeva

The article focuses on the process of collective memory transformation in the consumer
society, as well as the influence of modern media on it. The author analyzes various approaches to
the study of collective memory, such as the hermeneutic approach (P. Ricoeur), the post-Marxist
critical  analysis  of  the  dependence  of  commemorative  practices  on  the  cultural  industry  (M.
Sturken),  and the ethical-dialogical  positions  of  J.  Habermas and A.  Assman.  Focusing on the
theories of the last two researchers, we can conclude that collective memory acquires an integrating
nature and becomes the basis of social solidarity, conscious and oriented towards ethics and the idea
of  public  good.  At  the  same  time,  in  a  consumer  society,  communicative  memory  plays  an
increasingly important role and serves to alienate collective memory, turning it into a commodity.
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