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Theoretical and methodological foundations of studying the sociocultural role of Islam in a
multiethnic society of the Republic of Dagestan

A. Mevlyutov

Based on the analysis of classical and modern literature, which studies the religion of Islam
in the context of a multi-ethnic society, attention is focused on the importance of a multidimensional
approach. This approach provides a complete understanding of the role of Islam in a multi-ethnic
society, combining various theoretical and methodological directions and using a variety of research
methods. A comparison is made of approaches to the study of Islam, characteristic of previous
centuries and the present. It is proposed to consider the role of Islam in a multi-ethnic society from
various angles: as part of cultural identity, an instrument of intercultural, inter-confessional and
inter-ethnic dialogue and integration, the basis and source of moral and spiritual values, as well as
an  instrument  of  social  transformation.  Several  theoretical  and  methodological  foundations,
concepts and methods for studying Islam in a multi-ethnic society are presented.
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