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Structure and dynamics of an internet meme

A.M. Oleshkova

The meme is viewed as an element of modern culture, in which the "visual turn" dominates
the  perception  of  the  XXI  century  man under  the  influence  of  constantly  emerging  means  of
communication. Among all the "turns" that we witnessed throughout our history, the "linguistic
turn", according to the social scientists, seems to be the most influential one. The "visual turn" can
be considered a variation of the "linguistic turn", in which a new type of text – polymodal ‒ begins to
play the main part. It is extrapolated the theoretical foundations of memetics to the Internet space.
The stages of meme development are outlined, the features characterizing the new and classic
Internet memes of the Runet are singled out. Such differences should be taken into account in the
socio-philosophical analysis. The operationalization of the main concepts of the topic is performed;
the  conventional  interpretation  of  such  concepts  will  be  useful  for  sociological,  linguistic  and
philosophical research.
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