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Winter roads «zimnik» in the transport system of Yakutia in the XIX - beginning of XX centuries

A. Suleimanov

Based on the analysis of scientific literature and archival materials, also introduced for the
first time by the author into scientific circulation, the history of the use of winter roads — “zimnik”
(roads laid on frozen soil and/or surface ice of water bodies) was reconstructed to provide transport
links in Yakutia during the XIXth — 20s. of the XXth century. In this regard, the geographical
features of the operation of “zimniks” are established. It is noted that they had their maximum role
in the Arctic regions of Yakutia. The importance of “zimniks” in organizing the supply of the region
and increasing the variability  of  the nutrition of  the local  population is  shown. The presented
material indicates that “zimniks” were an important way to ensure the connectivity of the territory of
Yakutia and one of the key tools to support the life support systems that have developed in the
region.
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