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“Is evil surmountable?” Or on the cultural and historical premises of the philosophy of culture of
G.A. Landau

D. Gurin

It is suggested that one of the important components in the philosophy of the thinker of the
Russian abroad Grigory Adolfovich Landau (1877-1941), is an original, dialectical in its essence,
interpretation of culture as a system of independent activities aimed at overcoming evil. It expresses
his existential experience of experiencing the cultural crisis of the early XXth century, revolutionary
upheavals, and “alien sociality”. Of particular relevance for modern philosophical and scientific-
humanitarian discussions about the nature of evil in an anthropological crisis is the thesis of G.A.
Landau that evil  has a social  nature and is  overcome by the subject through four forms: real
(eliminating evil, avoiding it) and spiritual (his excuses and entertainment from evil).
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