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Religious life and new socialist order in the common life of the villagers of the Lower Don in the
1960s-1980s

N. Kravchenko

The article examines activity of religious institutions of the local area — the farms of the
Lower Don, as well as the preservation of religious traditions and norms in the daily life of the
indigenous population in the late Soviet period in the conditions of anti-religious policy on the part of
the state. The article reveals the peculiarities of church life in connection with the change in the
management of the church in the early 1960s and some of the consequences of such transformations
associated with a high level of conflict between local believers and the church administration. It is
noted that the presence of operating religious institutions and their rather high concentration in the
local area contributed, among other things, to the preservation of high religious adherence among
the  farm society.  Hence,  many  rituals  of  the  life  cycle  and  church  holidays  were  celebrated
according to religious canons,  despite the active atheistic propaganda from local  party bodies.
Among the government's response measures, the introduction of new socialist rituals and festivities
is shown. For instance, in the Lower Don region was the establishment of the Fisherman's Day,
which became one of the main holidays in farm life during the second half of the 20th century. As a
result, attention is focused on the combination of traditional and socialist norms in the everyday life
of the villagers of the Lower Don in the 1960s-1980s.
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