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The confrontation of presentism and historism in historical knowledge

A. Alferov

The opposition of presentism and historism in historical knowledge is substantiated, it is
proved that this opposition is fundamental. The essence of the positions of presentism and historism
in historical  knowledge is  revealed.  The most important concepts of  the philosophy of  history,
expressing these positions are characterized. It is proved that the consistently held principle of
historism implies a rejection of the point of view of the present with respect to the past,  and
consideration of the past without regard to the present. The author believes that real comprehension
of the past is possible only from the standpoint of historism, and presentism does not allow us to
understand the past life.
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