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Decree of 1798 «On the equalization of the ranks of the Don troops with regular troops» and its
social consequences

N.V. Gorbunova

On the basis of the analysis of the decree of Emperor Paul I «On the equalization of the

Ranks of the Don Troops with Regular Troops» and subsequent legislation on officers of the Don
Cossack Army the process of formation of a noble class on Don is considered. Attention is paid to the
peculiarities of the government policy on the privileges of the Don Cossacks. There is a change in
the social structure of Don society in the first half of the 19th century.
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