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Christian vision of patriotism: counterwill to the evil from love

V.V. Gabeev

Speaking about the problem of the moral justification of a just war, it  is necessary to
emphasize that in the Christian Orthodox tradition, the blessing of warfare is based primarily on the
love of the protected, and not on the hatred of the killed. The possibility of conducting war as
resistance to evil is confirmed by the whole of the Old Testament history. The New Testament
history  makes  it  possible  to  say  with  confidence  that  military  service,  carrying  weapons,  and
participation in military actions are not prohibited for a Christian. The ideas of non-resistance to evil
are contrary to the spirit  of the Christian faith, although their supporters give these ideas for
allegedly following Christian moral teaching. Russian religious philosopher I.A. Ilyin rightly observes
that  non-resistance  to  evil  means  accepting  it.  Offering  themselves  to  the  villains,  instead  of
opposing them, only expands the scope of their atrocities. But the use of physical force in the fight
against evil is not self-sufficient, the spiritual influence and education must always be primary. If it is
not enough, then the use of physical effects becomes necessary. Ilyin formulated a thesis that
becomes the key: “Resist evil from love.”
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