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Socio-philosophical analysis of the concept of «civil society»

N. Gordeev

It is considered the content of the concept of «civil society». The author believes that the
concept of civil society is represented as a system of social communications of subjects who seek to
satisfy  their  needs and interests,  focusing in  their  activities  on universal  natural-law attitudes
towards freedom, justice and formal equality. It is emphasized that the concept of civil  society
reflects the state of civil consciousness of the main social groups and strata of society, the desire for
independence  from strictly  institutionalized  and bureaucratic  forms in  all  spheres.  The  article
analyzes the question of the relationship between civil society and a democratic political society,
which is rooted in the classical liberal works of G.W.F. Hegel, whose ideas were then originally
interpreted by A.  de Tocqueville,  K.  Marx and A.  Gramsci.  It  indicates  the presence of  value
attitudes, due to which, at the end of the XX century and today, neoliberal thinkers and new leftists
viewed civil society as a structural force in the struggle to destroy communist and authoritarian
regimes.
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