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Circassian view of the Turkish constitutional referendum

V.V. Tsibenko

A constitutional referendum held in Turkey on 16thApril 2017 resulted in the shift from the
parliamentary form of government to the presidential one. The current paper presents the analysis
of the view of the referendum by the second largest non-Turkic ethnic minority in Turkey i.e.
Circassians. For this purpose since January 1 till April 16 it was conducted the research of
Circassian Web Resources in Internet, which enabled to examine the agitation campaign, led by the
main political parties of Turkey, detect the position of Circassian organizations, and analyze the
discourse of the leading Circassian ethnic Media. The study of two agitation web platforms provided
an opportunity to compare information on political preferences, place of residence and professional
activity of 1124 Turkish Circassians. The constitutional amendments were supported by religious
Circassians, who shared the views of official authorities. That is the necessity of consolidation of
Turkish society around the centralized power in the face of threat of the ‘third force intervention’
(USA), Islamists and terrorist attacks, the spread of sociopolitical instability in the region of the
Middle East. The rest of the Circassian organizations and Media either passed over in silence or
rejected to accept the constitutional amendments. In the oppositional discourse of these Circassian
groups, including leftist ones, a number of Circassian national demands were voiced —
acknowledgement of ‘Circassian genocide’, recognition of Abkhazia and South Ossetia,
governmental support of the Chechen refugees in Turkey.

Keywords: Turkey, Circassians, Circassian Diaspora, Constitutional Referendum, opposition, left
movement

References

1. ABaTtkoB B.A. Heoocmanu3M. ba3oBas upgeosnorema u reocrparterust Typiuu // CBoOOmHAS MBICIIE.
2014. Ne 3.

2. Akcagoz, Samsun Cerkes Dernegi'ni ziyaret etti [Snekrponnsiit pecypc] // KAPSAM Haber. 2017.
URL:http://www.kapsamhaber.com/samsun/akcagoz-samsun-cerkes-dernegi-ni-ziyaret-ettih38991.
html (maTa obparmenus: 17.04.2017).

3. Aslan S. “Citizen, Speak Turkish!”: A Nation in the Making // Nationalism and Ethnic Politics.
2007. No 13(2). Pp. 245-272. d0i:10.1080/13537110701293500.

4. Birlikte yasam icin Hayir [O9nMeKTpPOHHHU pecypc]. 2017.
URL:http://www.birlikteyasamicinhayir.org/ (maTa o6pamenus: 17.04.2017).

5. Biz Kafkasyalilar Evet Diyoruz!. [9nekTtponuni pecypc] // Hepimiz i¢in. 2017. URL:
http://www.hepimizicin.org/ (maTa obpamenus: 17.04.2017).

6. Biz Kimiz [OnekTtpoHHHU Dpecypc] // Caucasus Forum. 2017.
URL:http://caucasusforum.org/hakkimizda/biz-kimiz/ (maTa o6pamenusi: 17.04.2017).

7. Diizenli V. Imza Kampanyasi Bir Ara Degerlendirme [9nekrporHHIi pecypc] // Demokratik Cerkes
Hareketi. 2017. URL:www.demokratikcerkeshareketi.org/node/848 (mata oOpameHus:
17.04.2017).

8. DCH’den Cagri: Oy Kullanalim, Oyumuza Sahip Cikalim! [3nmexTponHsi#t pecypc] // Demokratik
Cerkes Hareketi. 2017. URL:http://www.demokratikcerkeshareketi.org/node/850 (maTa
obpamenus: 17.04.2017).

9. Gingeras R. Sorrowful Shores: Violence, Ethnicity, and the end of the Ottoman Empire, 1912-1923.



10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

New-York: Oxford University Press, 2009. doi:10.1093/acprof:0s0/9780199561520.001.0001.

Jane S. Cerkes Nifusu I¢in Yaklasimlar [OnekTponnmii pecypc] // Cerkes.net. 2010.
URL:www.cerkes.net/cerkes/index.php/ozel/makale/249-cerkesnufusu-icin-yaklasimlar.html (maTta
obpamenus: 17.04.2017).

Onder A.T. Tiirkiye’nin Etnik Yapisi. Ankara: Kripto Yayinlari, 2011.

Ozden M. 16 Nisanda Devlet ile Millet Kars1 Karsiya [9nektponssiii pecypc] // Ozgiir Cerkes. 2017
URL:http://www.ozgurcerkes.com/?Syf=22&Mkl=957940&pt=Murat%200zden&16-Nisanda-Devl
etile-Millet-Karsi-Karsiya (maTta obpamenwusi: 17.04.2017).

Recep Tayyip Erdogan: 'We know Dutch from Srebrenica massacre' // The Gardian. 14.03.2017.
Turkey's Erdogan makes Nazi jibe over Germany rally ban [Electronic Resource]. BBC News,
05.03.2017. URL:http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39173296 (accessed: 17.04.2017).
Tiirkiye'de Genel Referandum Sonuclar: [9nekTpornsiit pecypc] // SECIM.HABERLER.COM. 2017.
URL:https://secim.haberler.com/ (nata o6pamenus: 17.04.2017).

Veysi Kaynak: Ayni tarihte ezani yasaklayip Dersim'i bombaladilar // Hurriyet. 25.03.2017.
Yanarocak H.E.C. Erdogan's Referendum. Beehive. eds. H. Chorev, S. Shaul, S. Jacobs, 2017, no.
5(1).

FOoicHultll ¢hedepanvhbiil yhueepcumem, 2. Pocmoe-na-Iony May, 11 2017




