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Erasmus Rotterdam and Thomas Moore against Epicur

V.A. Ter-Arakelyants

The Christian and Epicurean good are not comparable. Epicurean good is ill, false, and ugly,
it is so only for those who are sick, strange to piety. As suggested by Erasmus difference in the
understanding of the benefit is felt especially acutely in the light of Christ's truth. The secret of real
pleasure as Erasmus says, is "in love for Christ not to be tempted by false joys". The view according
to which happiness consists in pleasure, according to Mora, as well as Valla, has not the effect of any
evil deeds, for the Utopians believe that in real life virtue gets awards, a sin — punishment.
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