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Islam in North-Western Caucasia (field studies among the Abazines)

N.M. Yemelianova

It is considered the Islam of one of the ethnic groups of the North-West Caucasia — the
Abazines. The Abazines are representatives of adygo-abhasian people traditionally inhabiting South
and Northern sides of Caucasian mountains. After the Big Caucasian War the major group of
Abazines migrated to the territory of Ottoman Empire and one of the most important reasons for
mass migration became Islam. After the collapse of the Empire the Abazines found themselves in
different countries; to date the most compact Abazine diaspora better than others preserving its
culture is in Turkey. Those Abazines who stayed in the North Caucasia kept their religion, language
and traditions and their development. In 21st century, the role of Islam among the Abazines
increased. The established contacts between the Abazine community of Russia and those abroad can
lead to even greater strengthening of positions of Islam; this can result in the growth of Islamic
factor influence on different spheres of Abazine life in Russia.
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