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Social typology and structure of Internet communities

D.A. Kharchenko

It is analyzed the specifics of social structure of Internet communities which are at the same
time the result of information technologies, voluntary associations of people on interests and
professions and virtual phantoms. The principles of functioning and data control are allocated with
communities, their versions are defined and classified. It is proved that they are new social
educations, in fact new society, society of the Internet. It is considered general for them
sociocultural features (valuable, motivational and others) proving their belonging to a certain
subculture. The sufficient attention is paid to the purposes of network communities, the organization
of formal and informal communication, a common information space. The directions of further
search of mechanisms of self-organization of network communities as display of social constructs of
real life are planned.
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